Standards for the Energy Practitioner
Standards of Professional Practice for the Energy Practitioner

Preamble
Energy healing practices are in the service of individuals with needs in mental health, physical health, habilitation, rehabilitation, special education, self-care or personal growth. Services are rendered to individuals of every chronological age, mental age, and adaptive level of functioning in a variety of health care, habilitative, rehabilitative, educational, community, and private practice settings. In each instance, the purpose is to help individuals attain and maintain their maximum levels of functioning.
Concomitant with the Energy Practitioner Code of Ethics, these Standards of Professional Practice (“Standards”) are designed to assist practicing Energy Practitioners in their endeavor to provide quality services. Further, the Standards are intended to guide responsibilities specific to both licensed and non-licensed Energy Practitioners’ legally defined scope of practice and level of professional training.  The Energy Practitioner will utilize “best professional judgment” in the execution of the Standards. Energy Practitioners agree to abide by the following Standards:
Principles of Professional Practice 

Clients need to be able to trust Energy Practitioners. To justify that trust an Energy Practitioner agrees to show respect for planetary life and agrees to: 

1. Follow all aspects of the Code of Ethical Practice, specifically those regarding knowledge of applicable state and federal laws and regulations.

2. Seek on-going training, continuing education, peer review or mentoring in the energy healing practices used by the Energy Practitioner with clients. 
3. Have an understanding of the appropriate form of Anatomy and Physiology for the energy healing practices used by the Energy Practitioner which require this knowledge.
Duties of an Energy Practitioner are to:
· Respect clients' right to confidentiality.
· Provide good quality care.
· Make the care of clients the Energy Practitioner’s first concern.
· Treat clients as individuals and respect their dignity.
· Treat clients politely and considerately.
· Never abuse the clients' trust or the public's trust in the profession.

· To be personally accountable for the Energy Practitioner’s professional practice and to be prepared to justify decisions and actions.

·  To practice and serve in ways that cultivate awareness, empathy, compassion, appropriate boundaries and wisdom.

Timely evaluation of clients:

· The Energy Practitioner should see the client within a period of time commensurate with the needs of the client. 

· If the Energy Practitioner is unable to schedule the client for services in a reasonable period of time the practitioner should provide the client with alternative referrals.

· If there is any significant change in the client’s condition, the client’s team members and/or the client’s licensed health care professionals should be contacted.

Maintaining good practice standards:

· Provision of an appropriate setting for clinical work with reasonable standards of safety, security and privacy correct for the style of practice in which the Energy Practitioner is engaged.

· Records should be maintained according to local, state and federal regulations. 
· Energy Practitioners shall assist with only those practices within their legally defined scope of practice and for which they are qualified by personal experience, training and education and then verified with more than one sense. 

· Energy Practitioners shall strive to be aware of how their own belief systems, values, needs, and limitations affect their work. Always recognizing that client’s may be especially open to suggestion, manipulation, and exploitation in this process. 

· Energy Practitioners sessions are to be conducted in the spirit of service.

· Energy Practitioners shall practice openness and respect towards people whose beliefs are in apparent contradiction to their own.

· Establishment with the client or other responsible party such as a parent or legal guardian of a mutually acceptable written informed consent Agreement for Services, including services offered, theoretical approach(es), nature of the relationship, outcome expectations, risks and benefits, office policies and procedures, and acknowledgment and consent to receive services 

· Energy Practitioners agree to terminate services when the client has attained stated goals and objectives, fails to benefit from services, can no longer be scheduled, or when the client decides to terminate services. 
· Energy Practitioners agree, if appropriate, to give consideration at the time of termination for scheduling periodic reevaluation to determine if the client would benefit from follow-up services. 
· Energy Practitioners agree to provide all active clients with information on how they may contact a covering provider when the practitioner is on vacation, ill, on family leave or equivalent circumstance.

Relationships with clients:

· Energy Practitioners strive for good communication with their clients.

· Energy Practitioners should work in partnership with their clients.

· Energy Practitioners strive to listen to their clients and respond to their concerns and preferences.

· Energy Practitioners shall make reasonable preparations to protect each client’s health and safety during sessions and in the periods of vulnerability that may follow.

· Energy Practitioners strive to give clients the information they want or need in a way they can understand which is compassionately presented.

· Energy Practitioners strive to be open and honest with clients if things go wrong.

· Energy Practitioners strive to respect clients' right to reach decisions with the Energy Practitioner about their care and support.

· Energy Practitioners strive to support clients in caring for themselves to improve and maintain their health.

· Energy Practitioners establish clear limits on the behaviors of clients and the Energy Practitioner and agree upon such limits in advance of any session. 

· Energy Practitioners strive to avoid dual relationships with clients and do not work with clients in a role that is either exploitive or decreases objectivity. 

· Energy Practitioners strive to maintain awareness of the power differential inherent in the therapeutic relationship with clients. Further, if applicable, Energy Practitioners strive to maintain awareness of the potentially powerful role between third parties such as students and subordinates and avoids exploitation of the trust and dependency of such persons.

· Energy Practitioner strive to practice in ways that respect the common good, with due regard for public safety, health, and order. Because the increased awareness gained from energy healing practices can catalyze desire for personal and social change, Energy Practitioners shall use special care to help direct the energies of those they serve, as well as their own, in responsible ways that reflect a loving regard for all life.

· Energy Practitioners do not offer ongoing clinical services to persons currently receiving services from another professional without prior knowledge of and in consultation with the other professional, with the clients' informed consent. Further, Energy Practitioners understand to solicit such clients is unethical. 

· Energy Practitioners exercise care and inter-professional courtesy when approached for services by persons who claim or appear to have inappropriately terminated services with another professional.

Consent:

· Energy Practitioners shall respect and seek to preserve the autonomy and dignity of each person. 

· Participation in any session must be voluntary and based on prior disclosure and consent given individually by each client while in an ordinary state of consciousness. 

· Disclosure shall include, at a minimum, discussion of any elements of the practice that could reasonably be seen as presenting physical or psychological risks. 

· In particular, clients must be aware that an energy healing experience may cause the client to have a range of responses from relaxation, to insightful, to difficult and transformative.
· Energy Practitioners strive to provide a written informed consent agreement for Services to every client. 
· Energy Practitioners agree to obtain informed consent prior to any procedure and agree to specifically address risks, benefits and alternatives.
Confidentiality:
· Energy Practitioners agree to respect the client’s right to confidentiality and agree to maintain client confidentiality except as required by law.

· Energy Practitioners agree to honor and establish appropriate customs of confidentiality.

· Energy Practitioners agree to maintain the confidentiality of written records except if disclosure of a client’s written records is required under a court order. If the energy practitioner has dual licensing or credentials, records will be provided or limited based on the highest level of practitioner qualification. 

· Energy Practitioners engage in discussions of clients for professional purposes only, and avoid identity of client except when essential. 

· Energy Practitioners obtain written permission before using any client information contained within audio or videotapes. 

· Energy Practitioners respect the right of informed consent and other legal requirements when involving clients, client's records or videotapes for research purposes. 

· Energy Practitioner’s agree to preserve the client's anonymity outside the clinical setting. 

Protect and promote the health of clients and the public:

· Energy Practitioner strive to practice good self-care.

· Energy Practitioners do not provide sessions when ill or other contraindications.

· Energy Practitioners do not provide sessions when medicated and infectious, when research has shown that entrainment is a factor in the process the Energy Practitioner is using and when distal points are not appropriate or available to provide the correct support.

· Energy Practitioners strive to keep their professional knowledge and skills up to date.

· Energy Practitioners agree to work within the limits of their competence.

· Energy Practitioners agree to refer the client to the appropriate professional or agency when circumstances might result in either ineffective or harmful treatment.

· Energy Practitioners agree raise concerns about client safety.

· Energy Practitioners agree to report to the local authorities any cases or suspected cases of physical or sexual abuse involving children, elders or impaired (physically or mentally) pursuant to local, state or federal laws.

· Energy Practitioners who are not licensed medical professionals or do not have training in emergency medical support may not provided emergency services that they have not been trained to provide except in situations where the “Good Samaritan” rule applies. Instead those Energy Practitioners should do all that is reasonable to support the client receiving appropriate emergency care.

Avoid working with those close to you:

· Energy Practitioners do not solicit or accept requests from individuals with whom the Energy Practitioner is in a dual relationship where one of these roles represents conflicting or competitive interests. Examples of such dual relationships include but are not limited to, research and treatment with students, supervisory, friends, employees, or relatives.

· Energy Practitioners are prohibited from engaging in sexual intimacies with clients as such behavior is unethical. 

· If it appears that an Energy Practitioner cannot maintain appropriate boundaries with a client, that client should be referred to an alternate provider immediately.

Teaching and training, appraising and assessing:

· Energy Practitioners strive to be honest and open and act with integrity.

· Energy Practitioners shall seek the counsel of other practitioners or mentors to help ensure the wholesomeness of their practices and shall offer counsel when appropriate and there is a need.

· Energy Practitioners should take actions from a place that will allow the public, students and fellow colleagues to maintain trust in the profession.

· Energy Practitioners should demonstrate a respect for colleagues.

· Energy Practitioners should seek to establish good working relationships when working with colleagues.

· Energy Practitioners should seek to be an active and effective member of any team when working in teams.

· Energy Practitioners, if applicable, should teach and support the knowledge of students with the highest degree of truth, knowledge and professional ethical behavior available at the time.

· Energy Practitioners do not engage in ongoing dual relationships with current mentees, students, and employees.

· Energy Practitioners do not engage in sexual or other harassment of mentees, students, employees, research subjects or colleagues.

· Energy Practitioners should seek to promote truth in all of their actions and interactions.

· Energy Practitioners, if applicable, advise students, mentees, and employees against offering or engaging in, or representing themselves as competent to engage in, professional services beyond their training, level of experience, expertise and competence, or outside their legally defined scope of practice.

· Energy Practitioners strive to act without delay if they have good reason to believe that any colleague may be putting clients at risk.

· Energy Practitioners agree to not discriminate unfairly against clients or colleagues.
· Energy Practitioners do not harass or dismiss an employee who has acted in a reasonable, responsible and ethical manner to protect, or intervene on behalf of, a client or other member of the public or another employee.

Probity

· Energy Practitioners strive to be honest and trustworthy.

· Energy Practitioners agree to provide accurate information in CV’s, publishing and information about services.

· Energy Practitioners may provide written reports when requested in the appropriate way and by the appropriate parties. 

· Energy Practitioners provide accurate information when giving evidence to the appropriate authorities.

· Energy Practitioners may be involved in research.

· Energy Practitioners may not involve clients in research without express written consent.

· Energy Practitioners agree to be honest in all financial and commercial dealings.

· Energy Practitioners agree to provide written notification if there is a potential conflict of interest between the Energy Practitioners client’s and commercial dealings.

· Energy Practitioners agree to provide notification of all conflicts of interest resulting from or by being involved in research to all appropriate parties.

Advertising

· Energy Practitioners agree announcements and brochures promoting their services shall be described with accuracy and dignity, devoid of all claims or evaluation. Energy Practitioners may send them to professional persons, religious institutions and other agencies, but will send via email to prospective individual clients only in response to inquires. 

· Energy Practitioners do not make public statements which contain any of the following:

1. A false, fraudulent, misleading, deceptive or unfair statement. 

2. A misrepresentation of fact or a statement likely to mislead or deceive because in context it makes only a partial disclosure of relevant facts. 

3. A statement intended or likely to create false or unjustified expectations of favorable results.

4. A statement implying unusual, unique, or one-of-a-kind abilities, including misrepresentation through sensationalism, exaggeration or superficiality.

5. A statement intended or likely to exploit a client's fears, anxieties or emotions.

6. A statement concerning the comparative desirability of offered services.

7. A statement of direct solicitation of individual clients.

· Energy Practitioners do not compensate in any way a representative of the press, radio, television or other communication medium for the purpose of professional publicity and news items. A paid advertisement must be identified as such, unless it is contextually apparent that it is a paid advertisement. Energy Practitioners are responsible for the content of such advertisement. Any advertisement to the public by radio or television is to be pre-recorded, approved by the Energy Practitioner and a recording of the actual transmission retained in his/her possession. 

· Advertisements or announcements by Energy Practitioners’ of workshops, clinics, seminars, growth groups or similar services or endeavors, are to give a clear statement of purpose and a clear description of the experiences to be provided. The education, training and experience of the provider(s) involved are to be appropriately specified. 

· Advertisements or announcements by Energy Practitioners for the purpose of soliciting research participants, in which clinical or other professional services are offered as an inducement, agree to make clear the nature of the services as well as the cost and other obligations or risks to be accepted by participants in the research.

